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CHILDREN’S SEF 
Deanery CE Primary School 2025 - 2026
	What makes your learning interesting and enjoyable?
	
	
	What makes teaching and learning good?

	What do you enjoy about the subjects you learn about and why? This can include English, maths and topic work, as well as after school clubs, visits and special events.
	
	
	Tell us about your lessons. Are they interesting? Do they help you learn better? Are they challenging and make you think hard? How do you know how well you do each day?

	Additional activities (creative arts week/language and culture/science fair /CBBC) - From discussion we feel that The Deanery provide lots of extra engaging activities during the year. This has made their learning a lot more engaging and interesting. In particular the pupils feel there is a vast variety of learning through a range of interesting off timetable events. They would like this to continue next year with the possibility of more off time table events.
(Love Your Neighbour) IQ2

Teachers are teaching a range of lessons – The children feel that lessons range from learning independently to learning through play/practical hands on resources. The school council feel that it is very important to continue with this - they would like to continue the range of individual, paired and group work as they have found the range suits different activities and allow them to think independently but also to learn to work as a team and develop the importance of listening to others. IQ2

Deanery fest – The School council and feedback from their peers on the Deanery Fest is very positive – They would like this to continue as it is such a great event and so much available! Year 6 would have preferred it to be just year 6 doing the enterprise not year 5 as well.  (Love Your Neighbour) IQ2

After school clubs – There are a huge range of after school clubs and would like to continue with these however they would like more choices for example cooking and cheerleading.  (Love Yourself)

Visits – although there are a lot more visits and trips the school council have said their friends have asked for more in the future as they feel they are a huge part of learning 
Mixing year group – It’s really nice to mix the year groups up as well as mixing the teachers up during enrichment however it would be nice to do a few more activities that involve this – we used to mix year groups up and have a reading partners. It is nice when we do competitive events like sports day where we work in our house groups (Foxes, Burgess, Hollies and Tudor) – it would be nice to do more competitions. An example could be house competitions for times table rock star or reading challenge etc. 
The children love raising money for charity – the enjoyed dressing up for world book day (as they have asked for a few years for this) and they enjoyed odd sock day. They would like to do more non-school uniform days next year to raise money for charity but would also like to do non-school uniform for other events like TTRS – they think it would get more children into TTRS.

Other opportunities – The school council feel that school provide a lot of extra opportunities to learn and develop in areas which they enjoy most – for example the science fair, book fair (reading competitions), Art competitions, enrichment etc. They would like this to continue but would like more opportunities next year as some children feel there are areas they are interested in that could share the same opportunities. For example – Maths competitions (there are time table rock stars). The children talked about maths teams, spelling competitions as well as more projects. Whole school events – like in a previous year we had the egg landing on the school field – the children would like these event to take place for learning to become more engaging and year groups to interact together.
	
	
	Our teachers because they are amazing. 
The children feel that there are a good range of lessons. They are able to work independently, pairs and group work. 
The children feel that being able to choose to challenge (going deeper) has helped. They don’t feel pressured to choose to go deeper and everyone has the same opportunity, they like to be able to be challenged but in a supportive way and they feel everyone is treated equally. (Love Yourself)

The children like think, pair, share as they said it gives them more time to think and talk to others before sharing in the lesson.  
The teacher feedback all the time rather than just after the lesson has finished. The children like being able to edit their work during the lesson for example if the teachers have pinked it (pink for think).
The children would like to do more class debates, class trips or visitors like the animal man or theatre performances based on their topics come into school. IQ5
ICT available – the children enjoy using Ipads during lessons. They like that there are more ICT equipment but would like more available all the time. The children said there isn’t always enough or the battery is low and doesn’t last.

Workshops and off timetable days – children would like to know in advance if there are off time table day to be prepare.
More of these days like cooking. 

Art – The children love art and craft and particularly enjoyed art week but feel there needs to be more of it.

More outdoor learning – forest school IQ4

	
	
	
	

	Is there anything you don’t like about
 your learning?
	
	
	How could learning be improved?

	What do you not learn about which you feel might help you understand more about the world around you?
	
	
	Do lessons make you think for yourself? What about group and practical work? Are you helped to be independent in your learning.  Does marking help you to improve your work?

	All pupils find that completing tests (test week) unenjoyable. They find smaller interactive test are easier and more productive. 
The children feel that comprehension test are really long with lots of questions.
The children were very eager to talk about forest school and how they feel it would benefit and help them learn about their environment.

The children feel that enrichment enables opportunities they don’t get during their normal timetable. They would like to see other new activity options such as sign language, traditional dances, cultural dances, cultural celebrations and understanding, etc

The children would like to learn more about their peers. For example celebratine their peers celebrations and learning through their peers. They would like to learn and know about other languages and languages which children already speak in their home settings. They would love to learn through more visitors, for example their peer’s family members and their understanding and experiences across the world.
The children would like to interact more with the wider community and be able to have the opportunity to perform and share their learning to them as well as learn through their experiences and knowledge. Learning through other members of the children’s family – Some children have members of the family that live in other countries. It would be a nice opportunity to video call or communicate with them.

More opportunities to cook or learn alongside the kitchen staff. For example learning about hygiene working alongside the lunch staff (preparing for lunch). Helping the cook prepare lunches. 


	
	
	Marking helps but not all the time – the children prefer live marking as they get the support and challenge straight away.
The children have found highlighting easier to understand and more effective and quick when it comes to looking back at work and editing work. Although this is different for the younger years it allows the children to adapt and understand the highlighting as they go through school.

Think pair share – The children do like this and feel this is consistent through the school as it give a lot of children the time to think before any discussion takes place then share with a trusted partner and then when it comes to share children feel safe to share ideas more vocally and confidently. The children feel this gives less pressure and more chance for those that need the time to think and discuss. It also give time to listen to others and work in pairs or group work before sitting back and letting the children that normally speak out speak.
The children had different opinions when it comes to PA and SA as it depends on the age group etc 
However it seem to be that PA (peer assess) is more difficult as other read/judge their work and children feel less confident about this.
SA – the children like completing SA (Self-assessment) as it based on their own work and they feel like they can be honest and give a true assessment based on their task that lesson.

The children enjoy a variety of individual/pair and group work. They feel that some lessons different learning styles are needed however it doesn’t always suit all children. 
There was a mixture of opinions as some children explain that some group work can hold them back or make them feel less confident whereas some children were keen on group work as it enables them to use others strengths during lessons. There seem to be a positive attitude towards lessons when they have the opportunities to work independently/in pairs or in groups and the pressure therefore isn’t there for children to make one choice. 

	



	
	
	

	How do teachers and other grown-ups help you or your friends who find it difficult to learn?
	
	
	How do we show that we care about others?

	Tell us how these children are helped in the school so that their learning improves
	
	
	Tell us how you support and care for each other in school. This can include your school values; Playground Buddies.

	The children stated that they know they can go to their teacher or teaching assistant any time for support. They feel there are always options available when they are finding it difficult to learn. The children feel safe to express how they feel and confident to explain their feeling to an adult. The children also aware that there are also a lot of other support available during the school day. The children know there are options available depending on their needs. Sometimes there are task that help within the classroom (calming box) sometimes there are a few quiet minuets in the shared areas where adults are available if needed. Sometimes the children locate the school SENCO in her office. The school SENCO are aware of children’s needs and have activities or time available when necessary. There are individuals who visit the SENCO during these necessary moments or there are other activities available with groups of children that can struggle. As well as this the children have stated there are activities during lunch times where children can go to if they are struggling – colouring club, art club etc.

	
	
	The children feel there are three simile rules which all children and adults are aware of and repeat during the day. The children like that the three rules are simple and easy to remember and relate to every day practice. Ready, Respectful, Safe.
Bullying week – The children feel this is an important week and our rules relate and work well alongside this week of activities. 
The children feel that they are safe in school as there are always adults on hand to help but also peers which are trained who are available to help as well. In KS1 there are CHUMS who are trained and out during break and lunch to provide advice and support.
In KS2 there are peer mediators available to support during break and lunch times.
School values are key and the children feel the values are spoken about everyday throughout the school. 
The children still feel that the years could mix more to help during busy times like lunch times and maybe the older years could create more activities for the younger year to play.



	What makes you feel safe in school?
	
	
	How well do children behave?

	How are children in the school made to feel safe? Tell us about e safety. Do you always feel safe? – if not, why not?
	
	
	How good is behaviour in classrooms and around the school, playground? Tell us why. Could it be improved? Are there rewards? Do you like coming to school?

	The children said that the support from all the adults in school make them feel safe. They feel that if there are any issues it is sorted out straight away. They also said that they have support from their friends but they really like the support at break and lunch times from friendship squad (KS1) and Solution squad (KS2) or they can speak to the lunch time supervisors. They feel safe because they feel looked after and they feel they always have someone to talk to straight away. They children feel safe in school because they have big gates and lots of locks so they know they are kept really safe.
The children like the fire drills because it helps them remember what to do and reminds them that they will be safe if anything happens. They feel they need more lock down practices so they remember what to do but they did say their teachers make them feel safe and calm. 
The children enjoy e safety week which reminds them to be safe online but they feel that this could but carried out more often because children go online more and there’s more technology available.
The children would like to make school drop off and pick up safer as they feel the roads are busy and cars go too fast or park where they shouldn’t. The children have suggested making the road 20 mph when the lights flash like other schools have and to make more of Fox Hollies Road double red lines. 


















	
	
	The children enjoy coming to school because they like their peers and adults at The Deanery. The children feel that on the whole children are very well behaved. They children feel that their friends are very kind and look after each other. All children feel supported and safe. Those children that struggle to behave have options and extra support when they need it which means the distraction is kept to the minimal. 
The children feel that if there are any issues there are lots of adults and children to help. During lesson times if behaviour isn’t as it should be there are other adults like the SEN-CO – available individual needs. 
There are other options available like Jolly jungle. Or during break and lunch times there are adults which have groups of children, like the SEN-CO, and adults in the craft room who do colouring club etc. The children like that they have lots of options if they feel behaviour is an issue for their own behaviour or behaviours of others. 

The children feel they have lots of rewards for good behaviour which supports out three school rules.
They feel that positive behaviour enables them to have lots of different rewards which they really like. They really enjoy getting tokens and being able to choose a charity to put money towards. This makes them feel good! They also enjoy receiving postcards and going on the recognition boards. The children enjoy the recognition boards more if as a class they are aiming for something at the end like choosing a song to play. They would like to see this more as they feel when the whole class have an easy target that they are likely able to get then children work together to redeem the reward.  
The children feel football makes a difference to their behaviour as there are more arguments and fall outs and although there is a football coach at lunch times which the children feel is a really good idea they would like it to be friendly matches and not positions as these causes more arguments.
Lunch and break times are difficult for shed monitors when it becomes busy it is hard to note which equipment is going out and children are still not using the equipment correctly or bringing it all back, 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	What opportunities are you given to make the school better – and does the school listen?
	
	
	If you were the headteacher, what would you do to make the school better?

	Role of School Council. Other evidence of pupil leadership in the school and responsibilities
	
	
	Do you think that pupils’ are proud of themselves, their work and the school?

	We have a really important role and responsibility because we listen to our peers and we are the voice of all the children in school. We are able to provide better opportunities and we are able to listen to what the children would like in school. We are able to make a difference by making changes and having meeting with the staff in school. We listen and deliver based on what the children in school want. We are proud to be part of the school council. 
So far we have made many changes – these have been providing more equipment for break and lunch times, created safer zones for multiple sports to take place in these times. There are two huge equipment trollies located in the new sheds which the school council were asked to get. There is a huge adventure playground (ship) and a table tennis. We were able this year to interview the new suspected head teachers asking lots of questions which we then fed back to the governing body and current head teacher at the time. We dressed up for world book day which we hadn’t took part in for a while.   
	
	
	We love our school and we are really proud of our huge outdoor area which includes multiple playgrounds, fields and a huge MUGA. We love our new library! We love that we have two halls which are clean.  
We feel that some of our classroom as quite small (especially year 3). We would like more toilets as at times they can become very busy. 
Have more trips and learning opportunities outside of school. More visitors into school like the animal man or theatre performances.
More discos.
We would like to work alongside more schools.
Have more mixing between different year groups such as reading partners from different year groups. 
The children feel very strongly about their amazing school and how much they love it however feel that the space could be used more in terms of forest school and more physical development with climbing/assault courses.
The children would install air-conditioning into each classroom.

	
	
	
	

	How do we keep children fit and healthy?
	
	
	What could we do to improve the school further?

	Tell us how the children are helped to stay fit and healthy – think about healthy eating, lessons, clubs.
	
	
	How could we make the school even better? Give some important improvement suggestions

	We have lots of after school and during lunch time activities - The children would like cheerleading 
The clubs are great but not for all ages
The children would like dodgeball, gymnastic and cheerleading 
We have two lesson of PE a week – scheme of work the children enjoy – in particular the children enjoyed netball, dodge ball, tennis, rugby, rounder. The children would like to come into school in PE kit so that it creates more time for the lesson to take place and so they don’t have to get changed in front of people. They also feel it would prevent clothes going missing, PE kits being forgotten and PE kits washed more often. The children have enjoyed house competitions this year but would like more competitions for KS1 to also have this opportunity – Maybe PE kits they have different coloured polo shirts so they are more aware which house they are in and playing for and would be more clear during sports day. 
We have new school equipment to play with during break and lunch times. There are two trollies with KS1 and KS2 equipment in. Need to be sorted and looked after. Missing equipment. Play shed – basket balls used as football. 
There is a football coach during lunch times to help supervise games etc however has made it harder to play as the coach has put children in positions which has developed into arguments – The children would prefer a friendly match rather than positions. 
There are a range of zones during lunch and break which has enabled a huge varitety of different sport the children can choose to play. The zones especially in KS1 (football) needs to be marked off away from other activities as it can get in the way of other zones.
We have the MUGA, which means we can go out more during PE lessons, break and lunch times and play sport. The sports which takes place on the MUGA is more effective as the ground better to play on (golf/hockey etc)
We have a huge outdoor area for early years. The water play and sand buckets needs fixing.
There are a huge variety of bikes available for early years. There seems to be too many bikes now and this has meant the outdoor classroom has been out of action for a while, while the unused bikes are stored. 
There a lot of extra activities which take place – for example bike ability which has also included balance bike classes for Reception class. Bhangra dance workshops. 
Year 3 go swimming.
The children expressed how much they love the new playground (pirate ship) and enjoy playing on it.
We have an outdoor gym needs to be used correctly.
The children enjoy lesson which are practical and have expressed that they feel more lessons have been more hands on and practical this year.  
KS1 free healthy snack – More options and variety – options that might not have tried – healthy eating program for KS1? Badges?
KS2 bring your own healthy snack  - Option for a snack if forgotten or an extra one?
There is a new cook which the children have said they are beginning to get better options and more variety of meals. They also enjoy the extra salad and fruit options.
Walk to school program – children enjoy getting badges – some struggle as parents drive.
	
	
	Outdoor area –
The children would like more outdoor equipment. We would like to have an assault course on the field.
More climbing frame/climbing walls/slide on hill in reception/nursery playground/outdoor stage for KS1 and KS2
Outdoor classroom in Reception playground to be usable as bikes are in there.
Outdoor eating areas - The children have suggested more benches which are under cover to give option for KS2 children to eat outside. Tables outside have holes so the children would like the option for cover from sun umbrella or a larger covered area.

More water fountains (that have cold water). The children can’t access sinks in classrooms during break and lunch.

The children would like to go on more trips during the year.

The children would prefer to be taught French not Spanish (or alternate) – They feel it would be easier transition as French/German is taught in secondary schools. 

More soap dispensers in the toilets.
More paper towels  - Not hand drier as they are too noisy  - When shared areas are in use they hand driers are really loud and distracting.  

Uniform
The children would like to wear polo shirts – not shirt and ties – especially in the summer as boys don’t have the option of a summer dress. Or the other option they thought of was to have polo shirts for KS1 as they are more practical/play more and shirts and ties for KS2 to prepare for secondary schools etc.

The children suggested polo shirts that match the house you are in (foxes/burgess/ tudor/hollies) so that children are more aware of the houses they are in and makes competitions and sports day look better and easier to sort. They also think it looks more effective.
The children would like to come in their PE kits as they feel there would be less uniform which goes missing, they don’t have to get changed in front of others, children are less likely to forget their kits and also more hygienic as the kit would have more opportunity for it to be washed. More importantly they feel they would benefit as they feel too much time is taken from the lesson to get changed.

The children would like the option of Ketchup during lunch times. 




 


HEAD BOY AND GIRL JUDGEMENTS
	Judgement Bar
	NOT VERY GOOD
	OK
	GOOD
	EXCELLENT

	Learning is exciting, enjoyable and challenging. We learn a lot
	We are taught well and because of this we make good progress
	We enjoy school, feel safe and are given responsibility
	The School is improving and getting better
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