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[bookmark: _GoBack]Courageous advocacy means standing up for what is fair and kind by using your voice and actions to make things better for others.
	What does this mean?
	Charity
	Community
	Wellbeing
	Environment

	
	God calls all people to seek justice for those most vulnerable to suffering injustice, such as income equality. In Isaiah 1:1, God’s people are taught to ‘learn to do right and seek justice.’ This means treating all people not only with fairness but also with protection and care. Through acts of charity, this means at Coton we give help, support, or resources to those who are in need or less fortunate. We advocate for social justice and support organisations that address inequalities in our community, just as Jesus did in his ministry. Just like the prophets in the Bible, who created change, acceptable and addressed inequalities in their communities, we act as agents of change.
	The Bible shares a vision of community characterised by love, unity, mutual care, hospitality, mission, and worship. These values underpin the way in which we interact with each other. This means we build partnerships with families, local organisations and community members to address shared concerns to improve educational outcomes. Our school is therefore a loving, inclusive and supportive community serving the school’s local families of Coton and surrounding villages. Just like the Good Shepherd, we know our community as individuals, understanding their aspirations and needs. As a result, our children are able to thrive.
 
 
	Christianity teaches that every human being is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), where each person is treated with dignity and respect. This foundational belief serves as the basis for promoting human well-being, both physically and spiritually. There are numerous teachings that inspire us to be agents of change for each other in our community. For example, stewardship of the body, where Paul, the Apostle, teaches that the body is a temple of the Holy spirt; community support and care, where we are called to bear one another's burdens, offering encouragement and support; and, peace, hope and contentment through our relationship with God, and Jesus Christ, that provides comfort and assurance of God’s faithfulness through times of challenge.
	God created earth and entrusted us, as humans, with stewardship over it (Genesis 1:26-31). There is a natural implication of responsibility to care for and preserve the environment, including its natural resources and ecosystems. In the Bible, there are examples of sustainable practices, such as resting the land during Sabbath years and when Noah preserved two of each species. This highlights that we must be accountable caretakers of God’s creation. We understand that environmental degradation, often affects the poor and vulnerable and so we want our children to understand the effects that practices can have on the environment. This means we want pupils and staff to advocate for environmental sustainability within the school community by promoting practices such recycling programs’ actively seeking ways to care and protect species of animals and reducing waste.

	What does this look like at Coton?
	· Each term we consult with pupils about causes close to their hearts. We raise money in different ways towards these charities. This enables our children to recognise Christianity as a global religion and be agents of change.
· Clothing recycling.
· We link with other local charities such as the local Foodbank.  
· We offer support at times when this is needed. Our pastoral offer and care for our pupils and their families is extensive.
	· Community postcards.
· Prayer and worship with the school community.
· Wellbeing walks to appreciate the beauty of our local area.
· 9 Protected Characteristics within the curriculum – library enriched with high quality texts; 

	· Anti-Bullying charter
· Neurodiversity – trained staff; links with external agencies.
· Staff initiative 
· Wellbeing Walks
· Forest Schools
· Peer Mediators to support pupils at breaktimes
· Whole school trips
	· Christmas card recycling
· Recycling every week
· Collecting plastic bottles to create an eco-greenhouse in the school grounds
· Making bird feeders in the winter.
· No Mow May
· Trail Finders
· Fast Fashion awareness raised
· Hedgehog awareness week – creating hedgehog houses.
· Engaging with Severn Trent water to find ways to reduce our water usage.
· Eco council
· Our Place in Our World curriculum driver
· Sustainability units in science
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