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Background 
 Attainment targets and levels introduced with the 

national curriculum in 1988 

 





Levels -Intended use   
 Used to record the 

outcomes of statutory tests 
KS1 and KS2 

 Intended to be used to 
assess pupils against the 
whole programme of study 

 SATs end of year 2 
 L1(b) 
 L2c 
 L2b 
 L2a 
 L3(b) 
 SATs end of year 6 
 L3 
 L4 
 L5 
 L6 



Levels - Actual use 
 Levels became viewed as thresholds 

 Teaching focussed on getting children 
across the next threshold  

 Progress became synonymous with 
moving on to the next level 

 Levels used as in-school assessment 
between key stages to monitor children 

 Levels became the focus of 
conversations with children and their 
parents 

 Children compared themselves 
according to the level they were at 

 Levels used a ‘best fit’ model  
(children could have gaps in their knowledge and 
understanding but be placed within that level) 

 

 L1c 
 L1b 
 L1a 
 L2c 
 L2b 
 L2a 
 L3c 
 L3b 
 L3a 
 L4c 
 L4b 
 L4a 
 L5c 
 L5b 
 L5a 
 L6 

 

 



L3 

Best Fit 

Jessica  L3c 
Andy  L3b 
Sarah L3a 



Extract  - John McIntosh CBE 
Our consultations and discussions highlighted the extent to which 
teachers are subject to conflicting pressures: trying to make appropriate 
use of assessment as part of the day-to-day task of classroom teaching, 
while at the same time collecting assessment data which will be used in 
very high stakes evaluation of individual and institutional 
performance. These conflicted purposes too often affect adversely the 
fundamental aims of the curriculum, particularly regarding breadth of 
content and depth of learning. Our guidance and recommendations 
aim to support better curriculum coherence in the system. The successful 
implementation of the new national curriculum requires a radical 
cultural and pedagogical change, from one which has been too dominated 
by the requirements of the national assessment framework and testing 
regime to one where the focus needs to be on high-quality, in-depth 
teaching, supported by in-class formative assessment. 



Developments 
 New National 

Curriculum released 
September 2014 

 Attainment targets and 
levels removed 

 From September 2015, 
levels no longer used for 
statutory assessments 

 This is the biggest change 
in education for 27 years. 

 Teachers have used levels 
and understand what 
learning looks like for each 
level 

 Parents understand levels 

 Children understand levels 

 Progress measured by 
levels 

 Assessment is associated 
with levels 



 New Curriculum  - draft 2013 

 Skills based across all subjects 

 Content reflects the interests 
of our children 

 

Deanery 



A skills based curriculum 
Each subject  within the 
national curriculum - 
broken down into 2 year 
‘milestones’ 
 
Milestone 1 = years 1 and 2 
Milestone 2 = years 3 and 4 
Milestone 3 = years 5 and 6 

Deanery Curriculum 



Milestones - Maths 



Against each milestone 

Sound of Music 



Depth of learning 



Example for maths (37 pages available) 



No longer a linear curriculum, driven 
by moving onto the next level.   

The successful implementation of the new 
national curriculum requires a radical 
cultural and pedagogical change, from one 
which has been too dominated by the 
requirements of the national assessment 
framework and testing regime to one where 
the focus needs to be on high-quality, in-
depth teaching, supported by in-class 
formative assessment. 

John McIntosh CBE 



Formative assessment 

Sound of Music Chapter 19, 54:45 minutes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dpGmAc3kMk


Schools have the freedom to 
develop their own assessment   

Schools can use their own assessment systems to support 
more informative and productive conversations with pupils 
and parents. They can ensure their approaches to assessment 
enable pupils to take more responsibility for their 
achievements by encouraging pupils to reflect on their own 
progress, understand what their strengths are and identify 
what they need to do to improve. Focusing assessment on the 
content of the school’s curriculum will allow for 
communications with parents and carers to provide a clearer 
sense of how to support their children to build and 
consolidate learning. 



Deanery 
 Formative assessment  - 

Assessment for Learning 

 Clear objectives – understood 
by children 

 Effective questioning  

 Feedback 

 Next steps 

 Peer and self assessment 

 Reporting to parents on depth 
of learning 

 



Deanery 
 Reporting to parents on 

depth of learning 

 Conversations about what 
children can do, and what 
they are working on next.  
This could be an opportunity 
to apply knowledge and skills, 
analyse information, or 
evaluate, creating a deeper 
understanding. 

 



The purposes and principles of 
assessment 
 In-school formative assessment  (day-to-day) 

 (formative assessment is intended to inform 
teaching and learning) 

 In-school summative assessment 

 Nationally standardised summative assessment 



Changes to statutory tests 

2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

New 
reception 
baseline 
tests 

New KS1 
tests and 
teacher 
assessments 

KS1 
performance 
published in 
performance 
tables 

New KS2 tests and 
teacher assessments 

New KS2 
accountability 
indicators 
(scaled scores, 
VA) 

Updated KS1 
teacher 
assessment 
criteria 

Updated KS2 
teacher assessment 
criteria 

First cohort to finish 
KS1 with reception 
baseline (progress) 

First KS2 
cohort to 
finish with 
full 6 years 
in the new 
curriculum 
and new 
KS1 prior 
attainment 

First cohort to 
finish KS2 with 
reception baseline 

Reception 
baseline 
used to 
measure 
progress of 
all pupils 
finishing 
KS2 




