
Little Wandle
PARENT SESSIONS 



Learn to read, read to learn

Reading is the key to unlocking every 

child’s full potential and opens up a 

world of possibilities. A good education is 

of course about much more than just 

reading. But being able to read well is the 

foundation on which so much else 

depends: children first ‘learn to read’ and 

then they ‘read to learn’. 



Reading and vocabulary 

Here’s how many words kids would 
have heard by the time they were 5 
years old: Never read to, 4,662 words; 1–
2 times per week, 63,570 words; 3–5 
times per week, 169,520 words; daily, 
296,660 words; and five books a day, 
1,483,300 words.



Why Little Wandle? 

 To teach a full programme with a consistent approach which includes 

phonics, reading books and classroom resources.

 To use a programme that had integrated research about the science of 

learning.

 To build on what we have already know about teaching early reading at 

Deanery.

 To use child friendly, challenging and interesting books. 

 To support Teachers with training, lesson templates, sequences and 

assessments including a keep up programme. 



What does Little Wandle look like at 

Deanery? 

 Direct daily phonics teaching from Nursery to Year 2

 Consistency of approach 

 Secure systematic progression in phonics learning 

 Maintaining the pace of learning 

 Providing repeated practice

 Application of phonics using matched decodable books 

 Early identification of children at risk of falling behind, linked to the 

provision of effective keep up support



Terminology 

 Alternative pronunciation 

 Blend 

 Digraph 

 Formation phrase 

 GPC

 Grapheme

 Oral blending 

 Phoneme

Segment 

Sound buttons 

Split vowel digraph 

Trigraph

Whisper blending 



Autumn 1 Reception 



How we teach phonics

 Daily – 30 mins per session 

 Monday – Thursday – four days of new learning 

 Friday Review and revise lesson 

 GPC cards , friezes and grapheme charts 

 Repeated consistent language and mantras 

 Keep up programme 



Reception – introducing the GPC





Parents page – Little Wandle

 https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Year 1 Grow the code 



Grow the code 



Year 1 and Year 2  



How we teach reading 



Reading practice book 

 This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading 

level. If your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s 

too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in 

reading.

 Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise –

celebrate their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After 

they have finished, talk about the book together



What does it feel like to be presented 

with a book with sounds I don’t know?





Reading  

 Three read model plus a celebration read 

 Five adults assigned to a class for  three times a week to read for 30 

minutes per class

 1. Decode 

 2. Prosody 

 3. Comprehension 

 Children are assessed according to their phonic ability – books are 

matched at 90% accuracy. 



All reading sessions 

 Clear content and structure

 Revise the graphemes 

 Practise fluently reading three or four words from the book, applying their 

phonic knowledge 

 Revise the tricky words that appear in the book 

 Teach the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary 



Decode  

 When the focus for the reading practice session is decoding, each child 

reads the book independently, applying their phonic skills. 

 The Teacher taps into the reading and records in reading diaries.



Prosody

 Children read the book independently to practise their fluency, followed 

with the skills needed for prosody. 



Comprehension 

 Reading comprehension is the ability to read a text and understand its 

meaning.



What does 90% look like? 



Reading with 100% accuracy



Reading diaries 

 Staff will write a comment in the diary each time they read, this will be at 

least 3 times a week. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

 On Thursday the Ebook is assigned, please read this as their celebration 

read and write a comment in their diaries. The book they read  should be 

at least 95% accuracy, please contribute to the diary with positive 

comments about their reading success. 

 Bring the diary everyday 



Sharing book 

 In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is 

important that they learn to read for pleasure. The sharing book is a book 

they have chosen for you to enjoy together.

 Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. 

Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what 

might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the 

facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun!



Sharing book 



How to support at home  

https://www.deanery.bham.sch.uk/fil

es/files/Little%20Wandle%20comes%2

0to%20Deanery.pdf

https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso

/login?service=https%3A//ebooks.colli

nsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eul

ogin=true

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsou

nds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.deanery.bham.sch.uk/files/files/Little Wandle comes to Deanery.pdf
https://ops.collinsopenpage.com/sso/login?service=https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html&eulogin=true
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

